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3rd	Annual	Outbound		

Trade	Mission	March	24	to	31	
The Grant County EDC and 
Small Business Development 
Center are conducƟng their 
third outbound trade 
mission. RepresentaƟves, 
Allan Peterson and Vern 
Jenkins will be out of 
country March 24 to 31, and 
are planning to take 10 to 12 
businesses to Seoul, South 
Korea; Hong Kong; Macau 

and Zhuhai, China. This will be an excellent trip for value 
added agriculture companies. The Macau and Zhuhai area 
is high end hospitality and will have a lot of opportuniƟes. 
Because of the 34 mile bridge between Macau and Hong 
Kong! 
 
Peterson and Jenkins will be assisƟng those who want to 
go with the Department of Commerce STEP grant 
applicaƟons. These are reimbursable grant dollars to 
offset some of the costs associated with the trip. 
 
To set up Business to Business (B2B) meeƟngs, the Grant 

County EDC will be 
able to uƟlize the 
Washington 
Department of 
Agriculture 
contractors in 
Korea and Hong 
Kong. Peterson 
and Jenkins were 
able to aƩend a 

trade show in SeaƩle where they met local Macau and 
Zhuhai chamber of commerce contacts, who will be 
assisƟng in B2B meeƟngs. And of course contacts at the 
Korea InternaƟonal Trade AssociaƟon will help to set up 
match making meeƟngs. 
 
The impacts from last year’s outbound trade mission has 
amounted to over $9 million to Grant County. 
 
Special guests from the 
Office of InternaƟonal 
Trade at the Small 
Business AdministraƟon in 
Washington and the 
Washington Department 
of Agriculture are 
considering partnering 
and aƩending this trip. 
 
More to come on this 2018 outbound B2B trade mission. 
 
If you are an interested company and would like to get 
more informaƟon; please contact Allan at Grant County 
Economic Development Council: Phone 509‐762‐6040 or 
email allan.peterson@wsbdc.org. 
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Washington	State	Passes	Capital	Budget	and	Hirst	Fix	
On the evening of January 19, 2018 
members of the Washington State 
Legislature in Olympia were able to 
come to an agreement on the Hirst 
Decision, which in turn smoothed over 
the process to pass the Washington 
State Capital Budget.  
 
The passage of Senate Bill 6091 will 
have many effects on Grant County. 
“The bill provides a path forward for 
people who just want to build on their 
few acres,” said Senator Judy Warnick 
who was the lead negoƟator. The 
original passage of the Hirst Bill put 
restricƟons on the new wells that 
could be drilled in Washington, 
effecƟng economic development in 
rural Washington. 
 
Many projects in Grant County will be 

able to start  now that the 
Washington State Capital Budget has 
been also passed.  
 
The City of Ephrata will be able to 
move forward with the $3.2 million 
waterline project along Basin Street; 
which was originally built in the 1950s. 
 
The Port of Quincy’s road project into 
Industrial Park #5 can proceed 
forward. As well as the City of 
George’s waterline project into the 
same industrial park. These projects 
will be able to help aƩract more 
business into the area around the City 
of George.  
 
Big Bend Community College’s 
Professional Technical EducaƟon 
Center has also been at the top of the 

list for capital projects to be funded by 
the state’s capital budget. Big Bend 
originally applied as was approved for 
the capital budget in 2014.  
 
To learn more about the Hirst 
Decision and how that effected the 
state’s capital budget follow this link. 

Washington	State	Department	of	Commerce	
Skilled	Worker	Awareness	Program	

Washington State Department of 
Commerce launched a new program 
intended to increase the number of the 
Washington workforce to receive 
educaƟon and training that leads to 
cerƟficates, associate's degrees, and 
other credenƟals recognized by local 
industry.  
 
OrganizaƟons and government 
agencies involved in recruiƟng and 
outreach efforts for worker training are 
encouraged to apply for grants to help 
more workers gain needed skills.  
 

The Skilled Worker Awareness program 
has $70,000 to distribute, with priority 
given to projects that range from $20,000 
to $35,000. A matching cash contribuƟon 
of two dollars for each one dollar of the 
grant is required.  
 
The deadline to apply is February 21. For 
more informaƟon or contact informaƟon 
see the Department of Commerce’s 
website.  



Partners	&	Investors	
Founders Circle ($75,000+ up) 
ASPI Group 
City of Moses Lake 
City of Quincy 
Grant County 
Grant County PUD 
Port of Moses Lake 
Port of Quincy  

PlaƟnum Division ($50,000‐$74,999) 
Central Terminals LLC 
Columbia Basin Herald 
MicrosoŌ CorporaƟon 
Samaritan Healthcare 
Washington Trust Bank 
Oath: 
 
Gold Division ($25,000‐$49,999) 
Chemi‐Con Materials 
Confluence Health 
Genie Industries 
Hayden Homes 
McKinstry Co., LLC 
 
Silver Division ($15,000‐$24,999) 
AKZO Nobel 
City of Ephrata 
CliŌonLarsonAllen LLP 
Port of Ephrata 
Port of MaƩawa 
REC Silicon 
 
Bronze Division ($2,500‐$14,999) 
Accredited Appraisals 
Agri/Com Appraisals 
Alsted Real Estate 
AviaƟon Technical Services  
Basic American Foods 
BarreƩ Business Services, Inc.  
Belle Enterprises Inc. 
Big Bend Community College 
Central Bonded Collectors 
City of Electric City 
City of George 
City of Royal City 
City of Soap Lake 
City of Warden 
Clear Risk SoluƟons 
Coldwell Banker Tomlinson Ranch & Home 
Columbia Basin Development League 
Columbia Basin Job Corp 
Columbia Basin Railroad 
Columbia Electrical Supply 
Columbia Glass Inc. 
Columbia Northwest Engineering 
Consolidated Disposal Service, Inc. 
Dano Law Firm, PS 
Express Employment Professionals 

Bronze Division ConƟnued 
Gary Mann Real Estate 
General Dynamics—OTS 
Guild Mortgage Company 
Horizon Credit Union 
Housing Authority of Grant County 
Hub InternaƟonal 
Inland Cellular 
Inland Tarp & Liner, LLC 
ITC Services, Inc. 
J & M Electric 
JR Newhouse Co., PLLP 
Key Bank 
Lad IrrigaƟon Co., Inc. 
Lamb Weston, BSW 
Landau Associates, Inc. 
LC Farms, Inc. 
Lenroc Company 
Linage LogisƟcs 
Live NaƟon‐Gorge Amphitheatre 
Mardon Resort 
MarƟn Morris Agency 
Million Air Moses Lake 
Moses Lake Chamber of Commerce 
Moses Lake Community Health Center 
Moses Lake School District 
NaƟonal Frozen Foods 
Northland CommunicaƟons  
Northwest Farm Credit Services  
Polhamus HeaƟng & Air CondiƟoning 
Port of Coulee City 
Port of Hartline 
Port of Royal Slope 
Port of Warden 
Quincy Foods 
Rock Steel Structures 
SGL AutomoƟve Carbon Fibers 
Skaug Brothers, Inc. 
Skone & Conners 
Total Employment & Management (TEAM) 
Town of Coulee City 
Trask Insurance Inc. 
Umpqua Bank 
Western Pacific Engineering 
Western Polymer CorporaƟon 
Windermere K‐2 Realty 
WorkSource Central Basin 
Zip Truck Lines, Inc. 
 
Friends of the EDC 
JusƟn Ashley 
David Bailey 
Terry Brewer 
Kevin Burgess 
Jane Dickinson 
Randy Dickinson 
Jeff Foster 
James & Frances Irwin 

Friends of the EDC ConƟnued 
Rory Knapp 
Denise Lefler 
Fred Lischka 
Col. Clyde Owen 
Dale Pomeroy 
Sheldon Townsend 
 

Board of Directors 

LeAnne Parton, BBCC FoundaƟon, 
President 

Joseph Akers, Chemi‐Con 
Materials, Vice President 

Marvin Price, LambWeston/BSW, 
Secretary 

Juliann Dodds, Banner Bank, 
Treasurer 

Juanita Richards, Horizon Credit 
Union, Past President 

Gilbert Alvarado, City of Moses 
Lake 

Gary Ash, Individual 

Diane Chestnut, GC PUD 

William Coe, City of Ephrata 

Jack Eaton, MicrosoŌ 

Gregg Fletcher, Confluence Health 

Rick Heiberg, City of Coulee City 

Brian Kuest, Port of Quincy 

Dr. Terry Leas, BBCC 

Char McDowell, TEAM 

Pat Millard, Port of Warden 

Alice Parker, Columbia Basin 
Development League 

Roger Silva, Hayden Homes 

Eric Skaug, Skaug Brothers, Inc. 

Theresa Sullivan,  Samaritan 
Healthcare 


